AA dd dan, 
ES CAMPING PROJECT 


snai 


"i 





Build This 
Three-Way 


elpod 


It's a boat, it's a camper, it's 
an equipment carrier all in 
one. And it closes up like a 
capsule for high-speed high- 
way travel. 

By CHARLES R. GRETZ 


F THE CAMPING BUG 
hasn't had his stinger in 
you yet, watch out! Here's 
just the rig that could give you 


the fever. It's the perfect answer to fam- 
ily camping in a car. After an 8500-mile 
trip, | should know. 

What's so great about it? Imagine being 
able to take off with a king-size, cartop 
luggage carrier that packs a whopping 
36 cubic feet of waterproof tote space. 

Imagine having an overnight overhead 
sleeper when you arrive that's as easy 
to set up as an umbrella! 

Imagine being able to take along your 
own boat for a day of trolling a quiet 
stream! 

All this is possible with this all-in-one 
Travelpod which | designed, built and 

tested with 300 Ibs. of camping gear. 
It turned out to be the most versatile 

œ and most functional camper on 
“the road. What's more, we had 
the whole car to our- 

selves since 

everything 

can be 

stowed 

topside. 

The Pod 

is designed 

to mount on 





TRAVELPOD-CARTOP CAMPER 


Technical Art by Fred Wolff 
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Complete plans, plus a step-by-step construction 
booklet for building the Travelpod may be ob- 
tained by sending $5 to Popular Mechanics, 224 
West 57th St., New York, N.Y 10019. Add 50 cents 
for full-color decal emblems. Plans for fitting out 
the Pod as acomplete boat are an additional $2 


regular steel luggage bars whith rest on 
the wagontop and clip to the rain gutters. 
Access to the sjeeper is by an aluminum 
- boat fadder which stores on the-under- 
side of the sliding Hid- To open the-Pod 
on the road you simply slide back its lid; 


it has handles. to lift it off. Contents are» 


safe front rain: by virtue of a tongue- 
and-groove waterproof track and are 
secured from. theft by foot-locker-type 
trunk latches and a padiock. 


One person can Set-up the Pod in min- 
tes for sleeping. it's draftproof and 
you'll-have no fear that the kids wilt faH 
out. Nylon-net windows ventilate the tent 
and, by design, the overhang of the roof 
provides adequate sun and rain protec- 
tion. The tent rolis in a bundle only 8 iñ: 
in diameter by 6 ft. long and weighs 
15 lbs. The broad, flat bottom allows the 
Pod to be a stable, minimum draft boat. 


A small electric (Please tuin to page 2 20) 





Northwest Timbered 
ACREAGES as low as 
$950 Total Price 
5 - 10 - 20 - 40 - ACRES 


For people who love the land—A tract 
of Recreation Land for YOUR Own! 


in Northern Idaho, Northeostern Washing- 
ton, ond Western Montano. In the heart 
of lakes and big game country. All covered 
with growing timber. Access, Title insurance 
with each tract. This is select land with 
notural beauty, recreational and investment 
We hove tracts of mony types ond 
including becu- 
tiful Northwest Waterfront property. 


valves. 
sizes from which to choose, 
Your 
inspection welcomed. Write us for free list, 
mops and complete informotion. Write to: 


Dept. P. 


P.O. Box 8146, Spokane, Wash. 99203 





I-N-V-E-N-T-0-R-S 
WE NEED INVENTIONS 


Sell your invention for eash—need money for Patent?—Are — go 
problems holdi cry Rca back? Universal Inventions has hel 
world—j 


ped 
Posters all ust like yourself AL 
magie spring-board to sudden riches. R EMBER, we 
either sell r invention or pay you a cash bonus. Write for detal! 


Learn how you 
con buy used 
engines $15 vp, 
new engines $30 
with FREE con- 


Rush 32 4 for gema indicate type) or y 
send 25¢ for circular describing plans - 
eet GALLI PLANS, Box 517, Omaha, Nebr. 68101 3 


fidentiol list and 
covpons when you 
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AMC'S NEW HORNET 


(Continued from page 99) 





the overall size of the car. Enough for two 
weeks in the mountains or at the sea- 
shore, no; a weekend, yes. 

Workmanship on our test Hornet was 
about on a par with the rest of Detroit's 
production—good to fair to dreadful. 
There were gaps where there shouldn't 
have been, poor fits that should have been 
like a kid glove. There was a good bit of 
interior plastic, a material I appreciate is 
a wonder of our times, but one whose in- 
ventor I'd like to poke in the nose. It's so 
+... SO... well, chintzy, and that says it. 

Exterior styling on the Hornet is very 
smooth, very clean. It has a pleasing basic 
shape—no add-on trim, no seemingly tor- 
tured angles. Again, it looks like a car 
born of a single piece, not an assemblage 
of committee ideas. I can attest to several 
admiring glances; perhaps because the 
Hornet is still relatively new on the road, 
perhaps because it’s simply a good-looking 
car. I hope with all my heart AMC stylists 
resist the temptation to festoon the car 
with the tacky, tasteless geegaws Detroit 
seems to have by the binful. I appreciate 
that cars have to appeal to kids, but the 
Woodstock nonsense was no epitome of 
good taste. 

Summing up, I don’t care for the Hor- 
net’s dash layout, its armrests, the fit of 
its carpet. I think the weight distribution 
could have been a little more equal (but 
here again this could have been because 
of the V8 and airconditioning); while not 
nose-heavy, the car leans that way ever- 
so. I like everything else about the car, 
not the least of which is its serviceability. 
I think the Hornet is honest goods, hon- 
estly sold; e.g., AMC doesn't claim buying 
the car will cure acne, restore flagging 
virility, make math a breeze. That it hap- 
pens to be an exciting idea well done is 
just so much extra. kk x 


THREE-WAY TRAVELPOD 
(Continued from page 162) 


trolling motor is ideal to propel it and 
will run all day on a fully charged car bat- 
tery. There's plenty of shade under the 
nose cone for an ice cooler, even a mini- 
TV set. 

You can build a Travelpod of your own 
for about $125 for materials. A complete 
set of plans includes the cutting patterns 
for the tent and details tubular framework. 
For the most part, the Pod and its lid are 
made of %-in. marine plywood. Members 
which form the tongue-and-groove tracks 
are of solid stock. kk 


POPULAR MECHANICS 


